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Standards, Academic Goals & Progress

States must establish challenging state standards for
what all students must achieve each year in school
including English language proficiency for English
Learners (EL). New Jersey’s Student Learning
Standards and WIDA standards meet the ESSA
requirements.

Under ESSA, States must annually assess students’
progress toward achieving the states’ challenging
statewide standards. New Jersey’s current
assessments program meets ESSA requirements.

ESSA requires states to set a long-term goal for
academic achievement, graduation rate, and
progress toward English language proficiency that is
the same for all schools.

New Jersey proposes that by 2030, for all students
and all subgroups:

* The percentage of students meeting or exceeding all
grade-level expectations on statewide assessments in
ELA and math will increase to 80%.

* 95% of students will graduate from high school in
four years, and 96% will graduate in five years.

* 85% of English Learners will make expected
progress towards English language proficiency.
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